Addressing the Needs of High Performing Learners in Worcester County
Worcester County has four times the wealth per pupil as that of Wicomico County.
Consequently, Worcester County was able to allocate $14,459 per student compared to the
$11,754 per student expenditures found in Wicomico County for 2008-2009. A major result of
greater funding in Worcester County has been the ability to increase teacher staffing and thus
reduce class sizes. Aside from more money and smaller classes, a fundamental difference
between these two neighboring schools systems lies in how students are grouped for instruction.
While homogeneous grouping is widespread throughout Wicomico County, Worcester County
uses heterogeneous grouping from Pre-K through 8th grade. Students are purposefully grouped
to provide a wide range of academic achievement levels within each classroom. Gifted students,
high performing learners, and low performing learners can be found working within the same
classroom. Administrators in Worcester County believe this grouping strategy has not only
contributed greatly to their academic success, it has also helped build a positive school climate
that spills over into the community.
To address the specific needs of high performing learners within these diverse classrooms,
teachers use differentiated instruction, flexible grouping strategies, and enrichment. For
example, all students in grades 3-5 receive 150 minutes of instruction in Reading Language Arts
each day following these guidelines:
 5 minutes to review yesterdays’ learning and today’s objectives
 45 minutes of Interactive Reading where all students work with reading anthology
through whole group instruction, teacher led small group, independent small group, and
independent student reading.
 40 minutes of Guided Reading where students work in small groups or independently
with materials at each student’s appropriate reading level
 30 minutes of Writing/Language Arts though whole group instruction, teacher led small
groups, and independent student work.
 30 minutes of Enrichment/Acceleration/Intervention. During this 30 minutes, the high
performing learners are pulled out of their normal classroom to work with the Gifted and
Talented Teacher on extension and enrichment activities that integrate subject areas
beyond Reading Language Arts.
Below are some specific data and information comparing the Worcester County schools
Wicomico representatives visited in March of 2010 with Wicomico County Schools:

